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STATE VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Love Makes It All Work . . .

DAVID M. WAGNER
KJT State Vice President

2015 STATE TAROKY TOURNAMENT

48 Card Players Converge On KJT Activity Center

A
s we say goodbye to 
October, the year 
is quickly ending 
while  our l ives 
march forward and 

the responsibilities we have 
to our family remain. When 
people learn that my career 
revolves around the insurance 
industry they all seem to ask 
the same question. The question 
is simple yet my underlying 
reason to support my answer 
seems to be the surprise. “How 
is the insurance business?”    

The question never changes 
nor does my answer, Good!  
Granted, business could always 
be better yet we are consistently 
moving forward even during 
a lengthy low interest rate 
environment. 

It’s not the result of some 
snazzy marketing program or 
some new ground breaking 
product.  I t ’s  s imple,  the 
underlying reason is that people 

still fall in love, get married 
and have children. Ultimately 
people still care for their loved 
ones! 

No matter what the case 
may be, people still fall in 
love. Love is the underlying 
cause that makes you purchase 
life insurance. Love provides 
the desire to provide and 
protect the people you will 
leave behind. The fact is, your 
children will still need lunch 
money, backpacks, clothes, 
school supplies, transportation, 
a tuxedo or prom dress and one 
day even a wedding.  

Life goes on once we leave 
this earth and with the adequate 
gift of life insurance, your son 
or daughter will still have 
the necessities of life (not to 

mention the needs of your 
surviving spouse). Love is what 
fuels the fire that causes people 
to buy life insurance, it’s not 
about money. 

So, in good times and in bad, 
people will still fall in love, get 
married, have children, and 
need to protect their family with 
life insurance.   

I am proud to say, the KJT 
has a wonderful team in place 
to help and serve our members. 
So, until people quit falling 
in love then my answer to the 
reoccurring question will never 
change. 

David M. Wagner
KJT State Vice President   

BY STANLEY CERNOCH,
HONORARY STATE DIRECTOR

T
he KJT held another 
s u c c e s s f u l  S t a t e 
Taroky Tournament 
on Sunday, Septem-
ber 13 at the KJT 

Activity and Fraternal Center 
near La Grange. Tourney 
winners were Larry Hoeinghaus 
(610 points) from Schulenburg, 
first place; Andy Stavinoha 
(567 points) from Rosenberg, 
second; Jimmie Coufal (557 
points) from Temple, third, and 
Andrew Kucera (515 points) 
from Aransas Pass, fourth.

There were 48 players from 

the triangle of Corpus Christi, 
Fort Worth, Lake Jackson and 
areas in between. They were 

greeted with smiles from Frankie 
Joe Cernosek, Richard Stolle, 
Arnold and Wayne Janda, and 

Honorary State Director Stanley 
Joe and Kay Cernoch.  

2015 KJT State Taroky Tournament winners were (left to right) Andrew Kucera (fourth), Jimmie Coufal (third), 
Andy Stavinoha (second), Larry Hoeinghaus (first) and Frankie Joe Cernosek, (non-winner but a good man).
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KJT COOKBOOK 
SNEAK PREVIEW

KJT COOKBOOK 
SALE!

Looking for the perfect holiday gift 
or a yummy tailgating recipe? 

Look no more ... "Cooking with the 
KJT" is the ultimate gift 

for the chefs on your gift list!
To order, send check or money 
order to:
Catholic Union of Texas, the KJT
P.O. Box 297
La Grange, TX 78945

Please send me ___ copies of

Cooking with the KJT
SALE PRICE
$10.00 plus $3.00 shipping/handling 
per book for general delivery 
($13 per book)

SPECIAL BUNDLE SALE PRICE
3 books for $25.00 plus $4.00 shipping/handling 
($29 for 3 books)

Enclosed is my check or money order for $________

Mail books to:

________________________________________________ 
Name

________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip

 

 

RemindeR . . .
Please note that articles 

and photos for the KJT News 
can be mailed to: KJT News, 
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, 
Texas 78945, or can be sent 
via e–mail to editor@kjtnet.
org. Dead line for articles, 
photos and ads for the 
News is the 10th of every 
month. We welcome and 
appreciate your interest in 
KJT journalism.

MONTH DAY EVENT
November 16 November-December 2015 KJT News Deadline

December 11 Deadline for Statewide Charity Project Donation

December 31 Officer Member Recruitment Application Deadline-2nd Period

Coffee, orange juice and 
kolaches were served before 
play began by Kay and Richard. 
Kolaches were from Hruska’s in 
Ellinger.

A lunch of fried chicken, 
potato salad, slaw, rolls and tea/
water from Sidney Cernoch’s 
Gold ’n Crisp Fried Chicken 
in La Grange was served by 
our State Vice President David 

M. Wagner (whoop), Richard 
Stolle (good man) and Kay 
Cernoch (wife). 

A long  wi th  the  names 
mentioned a whoop goes to 
State Treasurer-Secretary Kevin 
Kana and Shirley Antosh of the 
Home Office, and Arnold and 
Wayne Janda, for helping to set 
up the playing tables.  

The KJT thanks the players 

and everyone involved to make 
it a successful tournament.  See 
you next year on the Sunday 

2015 State KJT Taroky Tournament Is Major Success . . .
Continued from page 1

after Labor Day, September 11, 
2016. Being “whoop’s”  were  
mentioned, the only thing left 

is a HOOK’em. I may need to 
travel to Austin and fix what’s 
wrong!

Home office 
Hours

To better serve our 
membership, 

the KJT Home Office is 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 
and from 7:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Fridays.

Did You Know?
Your morning oatmeal may 

be earning you extra birthdays. 
A daily serving of whole grains 
cuts risk of heart disease by 9%. 
Stock up on barley, brown rice, 
whole rolled oats, millet, even 
popcorn.
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K J T News

SOCIETY SPECIAL EFFORT

Praha Team Takes First At 3rd Annual Challenge Turkey Shoot

Before You Know It . . . 
Christmas Will Be Here!

Have you been wondering what to get your 
kids and/or grandkids this year? It is never too 
late to purchase the perfect stocking stuffer! 

Life insurance or KJT Kapital Accounts 
are ideal holiday gifts for your loved ones – 

children or grandchildren!
It's easy . . . just give us a call at 800.245.8182 

or contact one of our sales representatives. 
We can help! 

BY JAMES PRIHODA,
SOCIETY #129, SCHULENBURG

T
he Third Annual 
Challenge Turkey 
S h o o t  h e l d  o n 
S u n d a y ,  A u g u s t 
16 was even more 

successful than the two previous 
challenge events. Eight teams 
representing 6 societies with a 
total of 40 shooters registered 
to participate for the First Place 
Society Trophy and the top 
team individual trophies and 
associated bragging rights.  

An enormous crowd of 
shooting enthusiasts  and 
spectators assembled to enjoy 
the afternoon to encourage 
each other, their team, enjoy a 
hamburger, refreshments, and 
possibly be successful in one 
or two of the scheduled shoot 
rounds.  

Each round consists of 20 
shooters and 21 rounds were 
shot resulting in 420 shooters 
vying in the event. The 40 
registered challenge shooters 
were assigned 3 numbers for 
a total of 15 rounds per team 
during each of the 20 regular 
rounds. 

It was a very enjoyable and 
profitable event for St. Augustine 
Society #129 of Schulenburg. 
Society #129 youth prepared 
hamburgers as a fundraising 
project which was headed up 
with chef Paul Rogers and 
Society #129 Secretary Joanna 
Rogers.   

Challenge Teams
Team #1 

St. Augustine Society #129 
Youth, Schulenburg

Dalton Wallace, Kayla 
Wallace, Zane Deen, Nick 
Prihoda, Kaimbry Deen 

Team #2 
St. Martin Society #43, Wied

SUPPORTERS & OBSERVERS

SHOOTER'S AREA

Bradley Janak, James Sommer, 
Clayton Janak, Cory Janak, 

Anthony Prihoda
Team #3 

Sts. Cyril,  Methodius & 
George, Society #3, Hostyn

Helen Kruppa, Brandon 
Pavlica, Jeffrey Melnar, Cullen 

Holub, Michael Pavlica
Team #4 

St. Augustine Society #129, 
Schulenburg

Patrick Prihoda, Chad 
Pavlicek, Travis Christen, Kyle 

Christen, Mark Prihoda
Team #5 

St. Ignatius Society #46, 
La Grange

State Vice President David M. 
Wagner, Mike Kruse, Travis 

Wagner, Charles Srubar, 
Zack Srubar

Team #6 
St. Wenceslaus, Cyril and 

Methodius, Society #1, Praha 
Billy Neisner, Leo Bacak, Allen 

Brehm, Lana Labay, 
Dennis Muehlstein

Team #7 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Society #5, Hallettsville 

Bo Vavrusa, Jason Gabler, 
Brandon Wagner, Steve 
Beettner, Lance Tigret 

Team #8 
Sts. Cyril, Methodius and 

George, Society #3, Hostyn
Stephanie Prihoda, Troy 

Brenek, Bob Heinrich, Levi 
Shuman, David Janda

2015 WINNERS – ST. WENCESLAUS, CYRIL & METHODIUS 
SOCIETY #1, PRAHA – LANA LABAY, LEE BACAK, 

DENNIS MUEHLSTEIN, ALLEN BREHM, BILLY NEISNER

2014 CHALLENGE TURKEY SHOOT WINNERS

3RD ANNUAL CHALLENGE TURKEY SHOOT PARTICIPANTS
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FRATERNAL ACTIVITY REPORT

Thank You Father Paul Chovanec . . .

MICHAEL REZNICEK
KJT State Fraternal 
Activity Manager

Another Wonderful 
Member Benefit!

While the KJT has had the ScriptSave prescription drug 
discount card for many years, ScriptSave now has some 

additional savings opportunities for our members.

Vision Care
Save 40% off the retail price of frames, save on lenses 

and lens options (a complete pair of glasses purchase is 
required), 15% savings on conventional 

(non-disposable) contact lenses, 15% off the retail price 
of LASIK and PRK Vision Correction Procedures, $5 off 

eye exam with dilation, $10 off contact lens exam. 
No limits on usage and savings at over 13,000 locations 

including both private practice providers and optical 
retailers such as LensCrafters, Target Optical, Sears 

Optical, JC Penney and most Pearle Vision locations.

Hearing Care
15% savings on over 70 hearing aid models at 1,400 

preferred providers. FREE, 10-step hearing evaluation to 
diagnose the extent of hearing loss. Beltone's exclusive 

BelCare Aftercare Program offers members lifetime 
cleanings, inspections, adjustments and service for any 
Beltone hearing instruments purchased at any Beltone 

location throughout the United States.

Daily Living Products
ActiveForever.com offers a wide selection of assistive daily 

living aids at guaranteed low prices! 
Cardholders receive a 10% discount.

If you would like to take part in the ScriptSave program 
and you don’t have your original card that was sent out 

at the inception of the program, you can contact us 
at info@kjtnet.org or you can call the office 
at 800.245.8182 to get your discount card.  

Additionally, you can go to www.kjtnet.org to download 
your card. All household members of a KJT member 

may take part in the program.

MESSAGE FROM THE STATE ATTORNEY

Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust . . .

PHILIP J. HUNDL
KJT State Attorney

Question: What is an ILIT? 
I have heard this term used in 
estate planning. Please explain 
an ILIT?

Answer: An ILIT refers to an 
Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust. 
An irrevocable life insurance 
trust is a trust that the grantor 
creates during his or her lifetime 
and completely gives up all rights 
in the property (life insurance) 
that he or she (the grantor) 
transfers to the trust, and retains 
no rights to revoke, terminate 
or modify the trust in any 
material way. ILITs are used in 

estate planning to accomplish 
several objectives, which include 
meeting the liquidity/cash 
needs of the grantor’s estate, 
avoiding the estate taxes on the 
policy’s death benefit proceeds, 
providing additional income to 
grantor’s survivors (beneficiaries 
of the trust) after estate taxes and 
expenses have been paid and 
protecting assets from possible 
creditors at death.   

The beneficiaries of the trust 
are often the grantor’s spouse, 
children or grandchildren. 
The trust, by and through the 
trustee (someone other than 
the grantor), is the owner of the 

life insurance policy. There are 
certain requirements that must 
be met for a trust to properly own 
life insurance and qualify as an 
ILIT. Therefore, it is important 
that  anyone interested in 
implementing the use of an ILIT 
in their overall estate planning 
contact a knowledgeable estate 
planning attorney and financial 
planner.  

Philip J. Hundl is State Attorney 
for the KJT and a shareholder in 
the law firm of Wadler, Perches, 
Hundl & Kerlick with offices in 
Wharton (main office), El Campo 
and Richmond, Texas. State 

Attorney’s note: The information 
in this column is not intended 
as legal advice but to provide 
a general understanding of the 
law. Readers with legal problems, 
including those whose questions 
are addressed here, should consult 
attorneys for advice on their 
particular circumstances.  

Submit your questions for this 
column via email to phundl@
wphk-law.com or via U.S. Mail 
to Wadler, Perches, Hundl & 
Kerlick, Philip J. Hundl, KJT State 
Attorney c/o KJT Legal Column, 
101 W. Burleson Street, Wharton, 
Texas 77488 or at www.wphk-
law.com. 

F
a t h e r  P a u l 
Chovanec led the 
effort to make the 
52nd St. Cyril and 
Methodius Slavic 

Heritage Festival a great success. 
This year the Slavic Festival 
was hosted by the Czechs. The 
opening Mass was held on 
Saturday, September 25 at St. 
Justin Martyr Parish in Houston. 

The celebrant was The Most Rev. 
Peter Esterka, S.T.D. Bishop 
Emeritus for Czech Catholic 
Communities in the Diaspora 
and Father Paul Chovanec. A 
reception followed the Mass with 
various snacks and kolaches. 
There was accordion music 
played by Rosalie Leonard and 
Geogia Gavranovic.

The main event for the St. 
Cyril and Methodius Slavic 
Heritage Festival took place on 
Sunday, September 26 at the 
KC Hall off Whitney Drive in 
Houston. There were vendors set 
up with various merchandise and 
the Ukrainians, Croatians and 
Czechs each had a food booth. 

Entertainment consisted of 
music, dancers and singers of 
each of the different groups – 

Ukrainians, Croatians, Polish 
and Czechs. The KJT also had a 
booth set up where visitors were 
greeted by KJT State President 
Christopher L. Urban, Melba 
Reznicek and myself. Several 
t imes throughout the day 
the booth was also visited by 
Bishop Esterka and Father Paul 
Chovanec. We also took time to 
visit with other Texas Fraternal 
Alliance members from the KJZT 
and SPJST. 

As always great things are 
happening in the KJT. Please 
keep me informed of your 
upcoming events and thank you 
for the opportunity to serve as 
your Fraternal Activity Manager. 
You can contact me at (409) 
771-8101 or email mareznicek@
sbcglobal.net. 

Shown at the Slavic Heritage Festival were (left to right) Fr. Paul Chovanec, 
Michael Reznicek, Most Rev. Peter Esterka (Bishop Emeritus for Czech Catholic 
Communities in the Diaspora), and KJT State President Christopher L. Urban.

Did You Know?
The amount of food each 

person wastes  on average 
each year is 288 lbs. which is 
equivalent to 29 turkeys. The 
cost of the food discarded by the 
average American family each 
year amounts to $2,275.



Give Of Yourself This 
Thanksgiving Season . . .

Give the gift 
of your time, spirit 
or material goods 
to people in need 
in your community 
this holiday season. 

The KJT has a 
reputation for 
being one of those 
organizations that 
makes the holidays 

more meaningful for its members and everyone else in the 
communities where KJT societies are located. Encourage 
your children, family and friends to volunteer with you 
and brighten the holidays for someone else. 

Share your good fortune with others not so fortunate . . . 

Margaret Hanslik
Societies #38, Moulton, 
#43, Wied & #1, Praha

•Third Place September 2015
Top Producer
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SEPTEMBER 2015 TOP PRODUCERS

Ellen Zdansky
Society #72, Corpus Christi
•First Place September 2015 

Top Producer
•September 2015 

New Application Producer 
– 129 months 

•September 2015 New Member 
Producer – 126 months

Deborah Currey
Society #130, Elgin

•Second Place September 2015 
Top Producer

Kathleen Chovanetz
Society #5, Hallettsville

•Sixth Place September 2015
Top Producer

John Kana
Society #4, Ammannsville

•Seventh Place September 2015
Top Producer

W.K. Leonard
Society #119, La Marque

•Fourth Place September 2015 
Top Producer

IMPORTANT 
REMINDER 

FOR MEMBERS
The KJT asks members 
to always check their 
certificates to note 
whether they have 

the proper beneficiaries 
designated.

Ernest Bezdek Sr.
Society #31, West

•September 2015 New 
Application Producer – 3 months 
•September 2015 New Member 

Producer – 3 months

W est Society #31 Sales Representative Ernest Bezdek 
this past month finished his 40th year as the society’s 
Insurance Sales Representative. Ernest stated that he 

began selling insurance in September 1976.  Pictured with Ernest is 
State Director Robert Nors and West Society #31 President Michael 
Kraemer. Congratulations Ernest!

West Sales Representative Ernest 
Bezdek Celebrates 40 Years
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HUMAN INTEREST

KJT Member Reminiscing On Army, Military Service
1951-1953

Happy Thanksgiving 
to you & your family
from the Home Office

EMIL STEVE SMESNY – 1951 
FORT JACKSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

22-YEARS-OLD

EMIL STEVE SMESNY 
IN A FOXHOLE

NORTH KOREA – 1952

EMIL STEVE SMESNY 
LEADING PATROL

NORTH KOREA – 1952

BY EMIL STEVE SMESNY,
SOCIETY #82, EASTGATE

O
n Sunday, June 25, 
1950, 90,000 North 
K o r e a n  t r o o p s 
pushed across the 
38th Parallel into 

South Korea which started 
the Korean War. This caused 
the deaths of 36,574 American 
military lives. It ended on July 
27, 1953 with Armistice Truce 
with a D.M.Z. or Demilitarized 
Zone which is 2 1/2 miles 

separating South and North 
Korea.

When I turned 18 years of 
age, I had to register with the 
Selective Service Board at the 
Liberty County Courthouse and 
be eligible for the draft. Finally, 
in December of 1950, I got my 
letter reading “Greetings from 
the President of the United 
States” for me to report for the 
draft on February 6, 1951 at 

Liberty County Courthouse. 
There were about 50 young 
men from the area. We got on 
a chartered bus to Houston, 
Texas for a physical and a lot of 
papers to sign, and also about 
six shots in my left arm. It was 
a long day.

Finally, around 6 p.m. we 
were inducted into the United 
States Army. We had to swear 
to the United States and the 

10 General Orders. Then we 
were fed a meal and put on 
a train to Fort Sam Houston 
in San Antonio, Texas. There 
were over 200 new soldiers. We 
arrived in San Antonio at Grand 
Central Station after midnight 
and we boarded Army trucks 
that took us to the Fort Sam 
Houston Barracks for a short 
sleep. We were woken up at 5 
a.m. for the morning reveille at 
6 a.m. and had breakfast at 6:30 
a.m. At 7 a.m. we all marched 
to a large building where we 
were inducted into the United 
States Army. We took another 
physical with doctors, nurses 
and dentists. All this was new 
to me, with no clothes on, with 
lady nurses giving us more 
shots. They all worked fast.

Next we were issued our Army 
uniforms and training clothes, 
called fatigues, underwear, 
socks, etc. Also our heavy 
helmets and shoes that were too 
large for me. I told the sergeant 
I wanted to change them for 
a smaller size. He said “Wear 
what I gave you, Soldier.”

Then they marched us to get 
our Army haircuts. My wavy 
hair was gone. It took the barber 
less than three minutes to do 
the haircut. After the haircuts, 
we went for orientation about 
Army life and how they expected 
us to defend our country in war 
or peace.

On the second day we went to 
the dentist where they did not 
fill any teeth, but just extracted 
(pulled) any bad teeth. I got 
four extracted and some had as 
many as 8!

 While waiting, I heard three 
soldiers talking in Czech so I 
went and introduced myself 
to them. They were Willie J. 
Hubenak from Ganado, Texas, 
Leo Noska from El Campo, 
Texas, and Pete Matak from 
the same area. They were all 
nice guys. We had a lot in 
common. We spoke Czech 
when we needed to later.

After five days at Fort Sam 
Houston we rode trucks to 
the Grand Central Station for 
a Troop Trail to Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina. It took us 
nearly two days during which 

(Continued on page 7)
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KJT Member Reminiscing On Army, Military Service . . .
Continued from page 6

we ate well. We were in sleeping 
cars but I could not sleep much 
because the train whistled at 
every road crossing and also 
the clickety-clack of the rails 
did not help.

We arrived at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina on February 
13, 1951 with a foot of snow 
on the ground and it was very 
cold. They lined us up and 
an officer would call our last 
name “Smesny” and I had to 
answer “Emil S.”. He would 
say what company each would 
be assigned to. I went to “A” 
Company, Third Squad, 106th 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 
and 31st Infantry Division Dixie 
Division. Also my Czech friend 
Willie J. Hubenak was in the 
same company and squad. We 
were living in a 12-man squad 
canvas tent with wood sides 
about four feet high, concrete 
floors, coal heater for heat and 
hard bunks to sleep on at night. 
It got cold in the tent. We took 
turns to get the coal.

The next morning there were 
more physical exams and more 
shots. I felt like a “pin cushion”. 
We were at full capacity with 
12 men. We were fed a good 
breakfast of eggs, ham, bacon, 
hash browns, orange juice and 
coffee. Later we marched to a 
field to do morning exercise, 
which later we did our exercise 
before breakfast which last 30 
minutes. I was out of shape so I 
was very sore.

Then the training started. We 
had to do the Infantry Training 
first for six weeks. Then the 
next six weeks we took Combat 
Engineer Training, building 
floating pontoon bridges, wood 
bridges from logs, demolition, 
clearing minefields, using a 
flame thrower and a lot more. 
On the second week, I was 
made a Squad Leader and was 
in charge of 11 other soldiers in 
our squad and tent.

I stayed at Fort Jackson 
for 14 months before being 
transferred to Camp Atterbury, 
Indiana for three months to take 
advanced training for possible 
deployment to Korea, Alaska 
or Germany. I told my friend 
Willie Hubenak I hoped it was 
Germany because I would take 
him with me to visit my relatives 
in Czechoslovakia on leave on 
May 5, 1952. The Company 
Commander announced for 

us to look at the bulletin board 
later to see where we would be 
sent. I didn’t get Germany or 
even Alaska, but Korea, where 
the war was. I suddenly felt 
scared. They gave us a two-week 
furlough to go home before 
reporting to Camp Stoneman, 

California near Oakland on 
May 22, 1951. I enjoyed my 
stay at home visiting with 
my family and friends, my 
cousin Anton Smesny and 
friend Albert Smikal of Dayton-
Eastgate Community. We went 
to Houston, Texas to get tickets 

on the Southern Pacific’s Sunset 
Limited sleeper car to Oakland, 
California. The lady said it 
would take two days to get 
there. We got tickets for May 
20, 1951 to report on May 22, 
1951. The day came too fast 
and finally I had to tell them 

goodbye. My mother cried and 
said she would pray for me so I 
can return home soon. I told her 
I will make it and be home soon.

We boarded the train at 
Houston Grand Central Station 
on the Sunset Limited. All four 

(Continued on page 8)
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HE WILL BE MISSED . . .

Daniel "Danny" 
Pilcik

KJT Member Reminiscing On Army, Military Service . . .
Continued from page 7

of us, myself, Willie, Anton and 
Albert, sat in the same car. I did 
not enjoy the trip much because 
I was wondering what lay ahead 
of me in Korea. At Los Angeles, 
California we had to change 
trains to Oakland, California 
for another long ride. When 
we arrived at the train station, 
there were soldiers and military 
police waiting for us. We got 
on a bus and went to Camp 
Stoneman to an Army Barrack 
so we could rest and wash up 
for chow (supper). A Captain 
told us to get a good night sleep 
because Reveille was at 6 a.m. 
and we had a meeting at 7 a.m. 
to find out what unit in Korea 
we would be assigned to. Willie 
and I were both assigned to 74th 
Combat Engineers Battalion 9th 
Corp. We also had to take a full 
physical exam, two more shots 
and a dental exam. The dentist 
asked if we had any teeth that 
ached because they would be 
extracted, not filled. They had 
very few dentists and if you were 
in a battle zone you wouldn’t 
be able to leave. We stayed at 
Camp Stoneman about four 
days.

Then on May 29, 1952, we 
boarded a Navy Troop Carrier 
named General A.E. Anderson 
which was a steamship with 
two large smoke stacks. After 
around 4,000 soldiers boarded, 
we sailed out under the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
out to the Pacific. The trip 
should take seven to eight days 
to our next port, which was 
Sasabo, Japan. On the trip I 
spend three days on KP or 
Kitchen Police duty. To help 
the cooks, I had to wash the 
large pots and pans. Others had 
to wash dishes and silverware, 
sweep and mop the floors.

Were were issued a M-1 rifle, 
ammunition belt and a helmet. 
We sailed out on a smaller 
ship to Inchon, South Korea. 
The ship was too large to dock 
at the port dock, so we got 
in LST small boats that held 
about 50 soldiers. We went in 
the same LST boat that was 
carrying troops going home. 
I could hear artillery in the 
background. We got on an 
Army truck and passed through 
the capital city Seoul which was 
in ruins after heavy fighting and 
bombing from North Korea 
and American planes. There 
also were 10 countries under 

United Nations that helped the 
Republic of Korea Army.

North Korea had over a 
million of Chinese waiting 
just across the Yalu River if 
needed. We arrived at our 74th 
Company A Combat Engineer. 
The snow was really deep, about 
two to three feet. They took 
Willie and me to our tent which 
was halfway up a hill. We met 
the other eight soldiers. We 
talked about where we lived 
before the Army life. One asked 
if we would like a beer. After 
10 days on the water we were 
thirsty for a cold “pivo”. I saw 
that they had beer cases close to 
the diesel stove. I asked about it. 
One guy laughed and said that 
I would find out, but he would 
tell me. It was to keep the beer 
from freezing. He said they had 
to keep the heat on 24 hours a 
day because the squad tent with 
a dirt floor was very cold. We 
needed to sleep in our clothes 
and use our overcoat to cover 
up. The daytime temperature 
was between 15-25 degrees 
and at night close to zero. A 
Siberian blizzard blows in winds 
to 60 mph and at night time 
temperature drops to 20 degrees 
below zero fast.

I found out that we were not 
only fighting the North Korean 
and Chinese, but the sub-degree 
weather. The next morning, we 
had to go to reveille at 6 a.m. 
and had breakfast outside or in 
a cold tent.

Later in the day we received 
ammunition for our M-1 rifles: 
10 clips to the ammo belt and 
one clip in the rifle. The Captain 
said if they found an unlocked 
rifle or a rifle with a bullet in 
the chamber, then we would be 
punished. We didn’t want to kill 
our own men by mistake. We 
should save that for the enemy. 
After I got used to Korea in 
about a week, we had to repair 
a bridge on the Kumhwa River 
that was damaged by North 
Korea Artillery. We had to do 
it really fast so the trucks and 
tanks could go home to the 
front lines delivering supplies 
to the troops and bringing the 
wounded back for treatment.

One day my Sergeant told me 
that the Company Commander 
1st Lt. Kahelen wanted me to 
report to his tent. I reported 
and he told me that I would be 
the new squad leader and would 
be promoted to Corporal E-4. 

My job would be to supervise 
and assist a Combat Squad 
of 11 soldiers in building and 
repairing hastily built bridges, 
roads and air strips during the 
extreme cold sub-zero weather. 
We had to keep roads opened 
from snow and freezing rain 
that caused a heavy coat of ice 
on the high mountain passes 
by putting small gravel and 
dirt for more traction. This 
was a 24-hour job. I was in the 
Iron Triangle Hills Battle Zone 

which was located North of 
the 38 Parallel near Chorwon, 
Kumhwa and Pyongyang, 
which were all in North Korea. 
It started snowing in October 
and was still snowing when I 
left in January 1953. 

Some called it “The Coldest 
War” or “The Forgotten War”. 
South Korea’s motto is “The 
Land of the Morning Calm”. 

At that time, I did not agree. 
It was not very calm when I 
was there.

I was awarded the following 
medals and ribbons:

•Korean War Service Medal 
with 2 Bronze Stars

•United National Medal
•Korean Presidential Medal
•National Defense Medal
•United States Presidential 

Unit Citation
•4 Marksman Medals
I was Honorably Discharged 

February 3, 1953 at Fort Sam 
Houston, San Antonio, Texas.

D
a n i e l  “ D a n n y ” 
Raymond Pilcik, 
7 3 ,  o f  E a s t 
Bernard, passed 
away peacefully on 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015, 
following a lengthy illness. He 
was born August 9, 1942 in East 
Bernard to parents Steve and 
Mary Dusak Pilcik.

Daniel was raised in the East 
Bernard area and graduated 
from East Bernard High School 
in 1960. Daniel married Carolyn 
Blazek on March 16, 1963 in 
Wallis. 

He worked as a supervisor for 
many years in the steel building 
manufacturing industry. Daniel 
also sold insurance for the KJT 
in the East Bernard area. He 
was very active in the local 
organization. Daniel worked 
many hours at the Riverside 
Hall during the week. For many 
years you would find him selling 
beer behind the bar during 
dances and festivals. He enjoyed 
deer hunting, dancing, listening 
to good polkas, going to “Beer 
Camp” with the guys and 
following his grandchildren. 

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
sister, Sue Pilcik, in 2005.   

Funeral services were held on 
Friday, October 2 at 10 a.m. at 
the church in East Bernard with 
Fr. Donald Ruppert officiating. 
Burial followed in the Holy 
Cross Cemetery in East Bernard. 

Daniel is survived by wife of 
52 years, Carolyn Pilcik of East 
Bernard, daughters, Suzanne 

Dujka and husband Mark of 
East Bernard, Paulette Britton 
and husband Brad of California, 
and Sandy Logan and husband 
Aust in  o f  Eas t  Bernard ; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  M a d i s o n 
Britton, Samuel Britton, Emma 
Logan and Isabella Dujka; 
brother, Mark Pilcik and wife 
Berna of East Bernard; aunt, 
Bertha Engelhardt, extended 
family and many friends.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Celebrate 25 Years 

Michael and Cathy Kraemer celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary. Father Vincent Romuald gave the couple a special 
blessing at the 7:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, September 13. On 
Saturday, October 3, the couple and their children hosted a meal 
and get-together with friends and relatives to celebrate with the 
couple. Michael and Cathy have three children – Amanda, Heather 
and Cody.  Michael is president of West Society #31 and Cathy is the 
society’s Secretary. Congratulations Michael and Cathy!
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SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

Society #115, Victoria
Joe McAdams

Date of Death: 08/17/2015
Age 92

Society #72, Corpus Christi
Howard D. Haas

Date of Death: 08/29/2015
Age 65

Society #72, Corpus Christi
Joseph Kalinec Jr.

Date of Death: 10/31/2011
Age 84

Society #5, Hallettsville
John A. Greer

Date of Death: 04/16/2015
Age 85

Society #4, 
Ammannsville

Thomas Stavinoha
Date of Death: 08/26/2015

Age 78

Society #107, Abbott
Joseph A. Cepak

Date of Death: 08/26/2015
Age 82

The members of the Catholic Union of Texas, the KJT, wish 
to express their sincere and heartfelt sympathy to the families 

and friends of the departed members 
who are listed below. May their souls rest in peace.

September 2015

IN MEMORIAM OF OUR 
DECEASED MEMBERS

Society #34, Nada
Raymond A. Kubesch

Date of Death: 07/06/2015
Age 73

Society #108, Brenham
Billie J. Bilski Jr.

Date of Death: 08/17/2015
Age 76

Society #72, Corpus Christi
Anton Zdansky

Date of Death: 08/02/2015
Age 85

Society #40, East Bernard
William F. Marik

Date of Death: 07/18/2015
Age 73

Society #87, Jourdanton
William Zuhlke Jr.

Date of Death: 08/14/2015
Age 88

Society #121, Katy-
Spring Branch

Jerome Chovanec
Date of Death: 08/21/2015

Age 83

Society #90, Rosenberg
Thomas J. Janczak

Date of Death: 07/13/2015
Age 61

Society #79, Hungerford
Ronnie Bohacek

Date of Death: 09/06/2015
Age 60

Society #111, Dallas
Martha Vrla

Date of Death: 08/22/2015
Age 85

Society #31, West
Johnnie R. Svrcek

Date of Death: 04/19/2015
Age 79

Society #27, Taylor
Daniel F. Polasek

Date of Death: 09/15/2015
Age 86

#87 JOURDANTON
By Henry Netardus

On Saturday and Sunday, 
September 26 and 27, members 
of Jourdanton Society #87 met 
and began preparing for St. 
Matthew’s Annual Church 
Festival in conjunction with 
Join Hands Day. On Saturday, 
the men and ladies met at the 

Jourdanton Society #87 members preparing for the annual church 
festival were back row (left to right) Greg Vyvlecka, members James 
Vyvlecka, Stephen Netardus, Hank Netardus, David Soward, Will Soward, 
Phillip Netardus; front row, two little Vyvlecka’s and member Thomas 
Netardus.

Jourdanton Society #87 members (left to right) Molly Netardus, Susan 
Netardus and parishioner Betsy Rotkowski are shown mixing coleslaw for 
the annual church festival.

church hall grounds and began 
to clean, prepare food and set 
up for activities which would be 
held inside and outside the hall.

The women prepared coleslaw 
and potato salad and set up the 
items for the auction. Outside 
the men cleaned barbecue pits, 
sausage kettles and sorted beans 
and an assortment of other 
projects.

Corpus Christi Society #72 donated stuffed animals and toiletries to the 
Ronald McDonald House. (Left to right) members Debbie Mladenka, Erveis 
Cortez and Linda Stoll are shown making the delivery. Ronald McDonald 
House appreciated the donations as it helps in improving the lives of 
seriously ill children and their families.

#3 HOSTYN
By Dianna Kallus

Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Society #3 of Hostyn held 
its third quarterly meeting 
on Sunday, August 30 at the 
Hostyn Parish Hall. Fifteen 
members were present for the 
meeting. 

President Benedict Kallus 
called the meeting to order. 
Special guest present was 
State President Christopher L. 
Urban who led the members in 
opening prayer, followed by the 
Pledge of the Allegiance. 

D o n a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e 
toward relief efforts from the 
earthquake in Nepal and toward 
the Most Rev. David Fellhauer 
Seminary Burse.

The society presented Holy 
Rosary Church, Hostyn, with 

a new American Flag on a pole 
which stands in church on the 
side of the altar. This was in 
celebration of Flag Day which 
was held on Sunday, June 14. 
A short ceremony and blessing 
of the flag was performed by 
Chaplain Father Dan Kahlich. 
Over 30 members, along with 
parishioners, were present for 
the occasion.

The annual charity fundraiser 
on Wednesday, July 29 was very 
successful. The members sold 
over 900 plates so a big “thank 
you” to all who helped and the 
YNIA group selling tickets. 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 has 
been booked for next year’s 
fundraiser at the La Grange 
KC Hall.

State President Christopher 
L. Urban gave the members a 
talk on an annuity they have 

available for KJT societies. He 
also touched on other points 
of interest that the KJT has to 
offer.

Congratulations to member 
Mark Hoffmann receiving his 
50-year membership pin.

State President Urban led the 
members in a closing prayer.

Benedict Kallus won the door 
prize.

The last quarterly meeting 
of the year is on Sunday, 
November 15 at 9:30 am at 
the Hostyn Parish Hall. On the 
agenda will be the election of 
officers. If anyone is interested 
in holding office, be sure to 
come to the meeting. 
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Society #5, Hallettsville
Paul David Pilat

Society #16, Wallis
Stephen W. Riha

Society #28, Granger
Sylvester J. Brosch Jr.
David L. Marburger

Society #29, Frydek
Brian G. Sodolak

Society #39, Marak
Tommy L. Vrazel

Society #48, Hillje
Darrell W. Krejci

Society #77, Megargel
Stephen J. Schumacher

Society #78, Rowena
Joseph C. Kalina

Society #87, Jourdanton
Darrell J. Pesek

Society #101, Danbury
Richard A. Hlinsky
Jeffery A. Olsovsky

Society #107, Abbott
Brian T. Helona

Society #111, Dallas
Christopher D. Johnson
Michael A. Stanisci III

Society #112, Austin
Richard T. Psencik

Bryan A. Vacek

50-Year 
Membership

October 2015

25-Year 
Membership

October 2015
Society #13, Yoakum

Hayden Kyle Migl
Helice Colette Migl

Linda Sue Migl

Society #48, Hillje
Pamela L. Chromcak

Darren Lee Hickl
Claire Jean Hubenak

Richard Anthony Hubenak

Society #63, Smithville
Thomas Stephen Frank

Society #111, Dallas
Kimberly Marie Johnson

Society #132, Pflugerville
Elizabeth Anne Washburne
Valerie Lianne Washburne

SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

#34 NADA
By Anita Meismer

N a d a  S o c i e t y  # 3 4 ’ s 
quarterly meeting was held 
on Saturday, September 19 
following Holy Mass at the 
Family Life Center. President 
Donald Naiser opened the 
meeting with a prayer service led 
by Society Chaplain Father Joe 
Vrana.

P r e s i d e n t  N a i s e r 
introduced KJT Insurance 
Agent Clem Korenek and noted 
that State Director Margaret 
Holik had sent regrets for her 
absence.  

President Naiser thanked the 
members for all their hard work 
d o n e  o n  t h e  R e l i g i o u s 
Retirement Fund dinner. 

Officers of Nada Society #34 present a check in the amount of $750 to 
Rev. Joseph Vrana, Pastor of St. Mary’s Church, to be used for landscaping 
around the church. Funds were raised through pastry sales at the Harvest 
Season Dinner and the proceeds of a KJT Matching Grant. At the 
presentation were (left to right) Treasurer Kelly Korenek, President Don 
Naiser, Vice President Sean Korenek, Rev. Joseph Vrana; and Secretary 
Anita Meismer.

Clem Korenek reminded 
members to check up on their 
insurance needs either new or 
existing.  

Father Joe then reported on the 
existing rumors about the new 
hall construction. It has been 
established that a foundation 
has pledged $250,000 to help 
the new build. The foundation 
has requested that parishioners 
match the grant on or before 
February 2016.  He also stated 
that on Thursday, October 15 a 
meeting for parishioner input 
would be held. He also reported 
that the new lighted lamp post 
had been erected and was 
working nicely.  

Kelly Korenek reported that 
$750 would be used for the 
landscaping at the church yard. 
She also reported that $250 was 

Sealy Society #80 once again sponsored the silent auction at the 
Immaculate Conception Church Bazaar and Homecoming on Sunday, 
September 6. Parishioners donated around 250 items for the auction which 
was coordinated by society member Barbara Hajdik. The auction raised 
$3,800 for the parish. Shown (above) is Barbara Hajdik, coordinator of the 
event, and Donna Schmidt, one of her many helpers. (Show below) Everyone 
participating in the silent auction. 

received as a Matching Fund 
Grant from the KJT Home 
Office.

President Naiser reminded 
local members to pay their local 
dues to avoid reminder notices 

being sent. He also thanked 
members Clem and Grace 
Korenek for the wonderful meal 
served and Kelly Korenek and 
Anita Meismer for additional 
items.

Corpus Christi Society #72 held a garage sale on Friday and Saturday, 
September 18 and 19 at Vice President Rosalie Williams’ residence. Shown 
helping are members Erveis and Ofelia Cortez. A big “thanks” to all that 
donated and helped make it a successful sale!

BY KEVIN KANA,
STATE TREASURER-
SECRETARY

T
he Board of Directors 
meeting of the Catholic 
Union of Texas, the 
KJT, was held at the 

Home Office in La Grange on 
Wednesday, September 9. State 
President Christopher L. Urban 
welcomed the board members 
and distributed the agenda that 
would be followed.  

The roll call indicated that 
all directors and officers were 
present except State Spiritual 
Director Fr. Bob Knippenberg.

A l l  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s , 
i n v e s t m e n t  r e p o r t s  a n d 
m a r k e t i n g  r e p o r t s  w e r e 
accepted as presented.

The external audit by Ronald 
L. Briggs, PC was available for 
all board members to review.  

State Fraternal Activities 
Manager Michael Reznicek 
gave a brief presentation to the 
board about the societies he has 
recently met with.

Board 
Of Directors 

Meeting 
Highlights

Notice To Members . . .
The KJT asks members to 

kindly check their certificates 
to note whether they have the 
proper beneficiary designated.
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Corpus Christi Society #72 “$10 New Member Bonus” was given to two 
members for each bringing in two new members at the society meeting 
held on Sunday, September 13. Shown are (left to right) Treasurer Kara 
Johnson, President Rosalie Bohuslav, State Director Ellen Zdansky-“Bonus 
Award”, Charles Zdansky-“Bonus Award”, Secretary Connie Williams and 
Vice President Rosalie Williams.

#31 WEST
By Georgie Nors

Wes t  K J T  So c i e ty  #31 
and West KJZT #11 joined 
together to have a Corporate 
Communion Mass on Sunday, 
September 13 at the 7:30 a.m. 
Mass. After the Mass, members 
met to have a breakfast of 
kolaches and coffee, and a 
meeting.

 President Michael Kraemer 
called the meeting to order and 
led the opening prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

Treasurer  Robert  Nors 
reported on the Hamburger 
Fundraisers, and on the two 
scholarship winners – Cody 
Kraemer and Alex Veselka. Alex 
is currently attending MCC and 
Cody is attending the MCC Fire 
Academy. Both were awarded 
$500 scholarships. Enough 
money was raised with the 
fundraisers and from the Youth 
Bake Sale for the scholarships.

A drawing for the attendance 
prizes was held and Albert 
Charanza and Marvin Cepak 
were the winners.

Father Vincent Romuald, our 
local assistant priest, attended 
the meeting. He reported 
that Charlie Holy was in a car 
accident and was in Intensive 
Care. Mr. Holy was awarded 
his 75-year membership pin in 
October of 2010. We extend to 
him our get well wishes, and 
hope he will be up and about 
soon.

President Kraemer reported 
on the Church Festival. The 
KJT was in charge of the 
auction. He thanked everyone 
who helped with the auction 
and talked about improving 
for next year. This was the first 
year the society began using a 
computer to help keep track of 
the auction items and bidders. 
It was something new and the 
society will still be looking at the 
process to make improvements 
before next year’s festival.

State Director Robert Nors 
stated that hopefully by the end 
of the year, KJT members can use 
their computers to check their 
policy and beneficiaries. They 
will not be able to change 
anything, but can see that they 
are up-to-date. Also the KJT 
State Directors are working on 
putting the KJT name more in 
the public.

Nors stated that he has gotten 
a contract with the Tours Hall 
and the KJT/KJZT Christmas 
meeting, program and dinner 
wi l l  be  held  on Sunday, 
December 13 starting at 2 p.m.

 Society #31 Youth Leader 
Sandy Kidwell reported that 
the KJT Youth would have their 
annual pumpkin carving contest 
and hayride on Sunday, October 
25 at the home of Michael and 
Cathy Kraemer starting at 3 
p.m. Food and refreshments 
would be provided. 

New member as per Sales 
Representative Ernest Bezdek is 
Chloe Michele Chudej, daughter 

of Dr. Eric and Kristi Chudej. 
Chloe and her sister Kyle are 
fifth generation members of 
West Society #31.  

Society #31 congratulates 
Ernest Bezdek on having his 
40th anniversary as a Sales 
Representative. He stated 
that he started in September 
1976. Again, congratulations 
Ernest!

Door prize winners were 
Marvin Cepak and Ervin 
Laubert. Secretary Cathy 
Kraemer led the closing prayer.

KJT GRANT PROGRAM

On Sunday, August 30, Hostyn Society #3 presented checks to the Young 
Neighbors in Action and Just5Days of the Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish 
in Hostyn for their participation in the Annual Charity Fundraiser and Bake 
Sale. The checks included matching funds from the KJT Home Office. Making 
the presentation was President Benedict Kallus along with State President 
Christopher L. Urban and the other Hostyn society officers.

   Attention all Texas Fraternal Bowlers and Fans, 

   Make plans now to be in New Braunfels, Texas 

on Saturday February 13, 2016

      and join in the fun and excitement of the 

12th Annual Fraternal Alliance Of Texas

   Bowling Tournament 

Cheer on your society’s bowlers 

As they compete for the coveted 

          Golden Fraternal Cup! 

No outside food 

or drinks, please. 

Great in-house No alcohol allowed 

dining!

Saturday, February 13, 2016 – 12 Noon

Please make sure that your registration materials are received by January 30, 2016

Fiesta Lanes in New Braunfels 

Fiesta Lanes – 1202 Huisache Avenue (Behind HEB) – New Braunfels, Texas 

$20 Entry Fee Per Person 

Please see back of this flyer for complete tournament guidelines and entry form. 
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Jayc Roberts, Age 8, Society #111, Dallas
Gianna Kallus, Age 7, Society #43, Wied

Halloween Coloring Contest Winners

September 2015 Who Am I? Contest Winners
Wyatt Skrivanek, Age 9, Society #35, Ennis
Brock A. Lincks, Age 10, Society #35, Ennis
Sydney Kallus, Age 12, Society #43, Wied

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Celebrate 50th Wedding
Anniversary

#80 SEALY
By Bernice Stolarski

Sealy Society #80 has had 
a  busy year.  Society  #80 

normally meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of every other month 
at the Immaculate Conception 
Church Center  wi th  the 
exception of January and 

September. The officers hold 
a meeting starting at 6 p.m., 
followed at 7 p.m. by a meal and 
the regular meeting.  

An After Christmas Party/

Meeting was held on the third 
Friday of January. Next major 
event was participating in 
the Join Hands Day project 
with four other fraternal 
organizations on the first 
Saturday of May. This was 
followed by sponsoring the Flag 
Day ceremonies at all the masses 
on June 13-14 at Immaculate 
Conception Church.  Society 
#80 also donated a prize for 
the raffle and sponsored the 
silent auction at the church 
bazaar and homecoming on 
September 6.  

Next  special  event  was 
the Member Appreciation 
Dinner held at the Hill Center 
on September 20. Members 
enjoyed games of dominoes, 
cards and Rummikub or just 
visiting. A live and silent auction 
was held to help support the 

various charitable donations 
made by the society. This was 
followed by a catered meal 
and door prizes. In October, 
members would participate 
in Make a Difference Day by 
delivering gifts to the Colonial 
Belle Nursing Home residents.

Society #80 annually donates 
to the Religious Retirement 
F u n d  a n d  I m m a c u l a t e 
Conception Church. This year 
the society also donated to 
Camp for All as well as KC 
events and the Blinn College 
fundraiser. Scholarships of 
$500 each were awarded to two 
qualifying society members 
who graduated this year. The 
society also provides flowers for 
the church altar twice a year in 
honor of living and deceased 
members.

Honorary State Director Henry and Florence Netardus celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Friday, October 9. Henry has been 
member of Jourdanton KJT Society #87 since January 1, 1939. He 
served as a KJT State Director from January 1, 1987 to August 31, 
2010. He is currently a KJT State Honorary Director since September 
1, 2010 and Florence is a Society #87 member also. Congratulations!
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Color the "Thanksgiving" picture 
and mail your entry in by NOVEMBER 16 

to be eligible for a drawing of three $5 cash 
prizes. Children must be ages 2-8 to enter 

and are limited to 2 wins per year. 
HURRY AND GOOD LUCK!

(If you have more than one child in your household wishing to enter 
the contest, please feel free to make copies of the picture. Must be a 

KJT member to enter contest.)

Mail the picture and your name, age, society #, address 
and phone number to the: 

KJT Home Office, P. O. Box 297, 
La Grange, Texas 78945

Youth Activity Corner

I was born in Poland and was secretly ordained a priest during World War II. I 
eventually became Cardinal Archbishop of Krakow, Poland and was elected as the 
263 successor of Saint Peter as Bishop of Rome. I was the second longest-serving 
pope in modern history after Pope Pius IX, who served for nearly 32 years from 
1846 to 1878 and was the first non-Italian pope since the Dutch Pope Adrian VI, 
who served from 1522 to 1523. My feast day is October 22. Who am I?

September 2015 Who Are We? Answer: Saints Michael, Gabriel, & Raphael

Answer the question correctly and three winners ages 9-12 will 
be eligible for a drawing of a $5 cash prize. Entrants must be KJT 

members. Send in form below by NOVEMBER 16 to the
KJT Home Office, P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945. 

Who Am I? Answer:  _________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________  Age: ______

Address: _____________________________ City: ___________________ Zip:  _________

Phone: _____________________________________ Society # ______________________

Who Am I?



Hostyn Parish Hall, Mass at 8 
a.m. for the living and deceased 
members followed with a free-
will donation Scholarship 
Breakfast and then meeting 
at 9:30 a.m. Door prizes! The 
agenda will include election of 
officers.

SOCIETY #80, SEALY
Tuesday, November 24, officer's 
meeting, 6 p.m. and regular 
meeting/meal, 7 p.m.

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thursday, November 26. 

SOCIETY #4, AMMANNSVILLE
Sunday, November 29, quarterly 
meeting, Rectory, immediately 
following the 9:30 a.m. Mass.

SOCIETY #117, WACO
Sunday, November 29, meeting 
and Christmas social.

SOCIETY #115, VICTORIA
Sunday, November 29, meeting, 
Holy Family Church, 7:30 a.m. 
Mass.

SOCIETY #141,
GEORGETOWN
Friday, December 
4, Christmas Party, 
date and location to 
be announced later.

SOCIETY #72, CORPUS CHRISTI
Saturday-Sunday, December 
5-6, Matching Grant Bake Sale 
at St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church followed by Christmas 
meeting, bingo and junior 
project at Moravian Hall at 
2 p.m. You may bring your 
bake sale donation to either 
St. Thomas More or to 5318 
Bonner Drive, 991-0267, or to 
701 Meadowbrook, 992-4501 
on Saturday, December 5 before 
4 p.m.

SOCIETY #46, LA GRANGE
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  5 , 
Christmas Social, Msgr. Harry 
Parish Center following the 5 
p.m. Mass. Social and bingo at 
6:15 p.m. followed by a catered 
meal. Door prizes and visit from 

HALLOWEEN
Saturday, October 
31. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 1. 

SOCIETY #112, AUSTIN
Sunday, November 1, Mass for 
KJT members at 11:45 a.m. at 
St. Albert the Great Catholic 
Church followed by lunch at 
Pok-e-Jos on Parmer Lane. 
Members and guests are invited.

SOCIETY #56, HOUSTON
Sunday, November 1, meeting, 
Assumption Catholic Church, 
Pope John Paul Building, 
second floor right behind the 
rectory, 1:30 p.m. followed 
by social, bingo and meal. We 
encourage all members to mark 
this date and plan to attend and 
be involved.

ELECTION DAY
Tuesday, November 3. 

SOCIETY #122, FREEPORT
Tuesday, November 3, meeting, 
St. Jerome's Father O'Malley 
Room, 6:30 p.m. 

SOCIETY #87, JOURDANTON
Wednesday, November 4, 
election of officers meeting, 
Classroom No. 5, Formation 
Center  of  S t . Matthew's 
Religious Educational Facility, 
6 p.m. 

DISTRICT VIII ANNUAL 
FALL FAMILY SOCIAL
Sunday, November 8, Frenstat. 
Registration will begin at 11:30 
a.m. with the meal at noon. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Depending on the cost of the 
meal we will determine how 
much each plate will be for 
everyone. More news to follow. 
Mark your calendars!

SOCIETY #81, POTH
Sunday, November 8, Annual 
Member Appreciation Dinner 
and Meeting, Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church Parish Hall, 
488 W. Westmeyer Street, Poth, 
Texas 78147, 11 a.m. Following 
the meeting, lunch will be 
served and celebrated with the 
Poth KJZT Society. Children's 
activities and bingo are planned. 
Please RSVP to Lawrence Jansky 
at (830) 484-3723 or Jackie 
Moczygemba at (210) 325-2692 
by Tuesday, November 3.

SOCIETY #31, WEST
Sunday, November 8, meeting 
after 7:30 a.m. Mass, coffee and 
kolaches. 

SOCIETY #119, LA MARQUE
Sunday, November 8, meeting, 
Queen of Peace Life Center in 
small conference room, 1 p.m., 
covered dish meal.

SOCIETY #130, ELGIN
Tu e s d ay,  No v e m b e r  1 0 , 
meeting, Sacred Heart Religious 
Education Classroom, 6:30 p.m.

VETERANS DAY
Wednesday, November 11.

SOCIETY #63, SMITHVILLE
F r i d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 3 , 
Christmas Party/Meeting, La 
Cabana Restaurant, Hwy. 71 
west of Smithville, 7 p.m. Gift 
exchange ($15-20) if you want 
to participate. Enjoy meal and 
Christmas cheer with other 
members. Be sure to bring the 
youngsters, too!

SOCIETY #122, FREEPORT
Sunday, November 15, Mass for 
deceased members, St. Jerome's 
Church, Clute, 7:30 a.m.

SOCIETY #3, HOSTYN
Sunday, November 15, meeting, 

Santa. RSVP to Home Office at 
(979) 968-5877.

SOCIETY #43, WIED
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  5 , 
Christmas caroling, Stevens 
Nursing Home and Hallettsville 
Rehab, 3 p.m. Call 594-4328 for 
more information.

SOCIETY #133, MISSOURI CITY
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  5 , 
St. Mikulas Youth Social, 
Centennial Room, Holy Family 
Catholic Church, 1510 Fifth 
Street, Missouri City, after 5:30 
p.m. Mass at 6:30 p.m.

SOCIETY #112, AUSTIN
S a t u r d a y,  D e c e m b e r  5 , 
Christmas Party. A potluck 
dinner and meat will be served.

SOCIETY #56, HOUSTON 
& SOCIETY #121, KATY-
SPRING BRANCH
S u n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  6 , 
Christmas party, St. Jerome 
Catholic Church, Outback 
Room, 2-5 p.m. Food, drink 
and entertainment. For more 
information and to RSVP, call 
Pat Nevlud at (281) 599-1057.

SOCIETY #87, JOURDANTON
Sunday, December 6, KJT/KJZT 
Annual Christmas Social, St. 
Matthew's Parish Hall, noon-4 
p.m. This is the society's second 
youth activity as Santa will 
make his appearance after the 
meal is served. Members are 
asked to be there at 10 a.m. to 
help with set-up. 

SOCIETY #13, YOAKUM
Sunday, December 6, meeting, 
St. Joseph Family Center after 
the 9 a.m. Mass. 

SOCIETY #72, CORPUS CHRISTI
Sunday, December 6, meeting.

SOCIETY #112, AUSTIN
Wednesday, December 9 , 
meeting, Sacred Heart Reception 
Room, 6:30 p.m. Officers will 
provide refreshments.

DEADLINE FOR STATEWIDE
CHARITY PROJECT DONATION
Friday, December 11.

SOCIETY #134, ROUND ROCK
S a t u rd ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 2 , 
meeting, St. William's Parish 
Hall. 

SOCIETY #3, HOSTYN
S a t u rd ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 2 , 
Christmas party.

SOCIETY #119, LA MARQUE
S u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  1 3 , 
Christmas Party and Santa for 
the youth and the young at 
heart.

SOCIETY #31, WEST
S u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  1 3 , 
Christmas meeting, program 
and dinner, Tours Hall, 2 p.m.

SOCIETY #34, NADA
Sunday, December 13, meeting, 
11 a.m.

SOCIETY #29, FRYDEK
Sunday, December 13, KJT-
KJZT joint Christmas party. 
Fried chicken will be provided 
and members are to bring either 
a side dish or dessert. For the 
gift exchange they are to bring 
a wrapped gift that is labeled for 
an adult or youth.

SOCIETY #129, 
SCHULENBURG
Sunday, December 13, Family 
Members Social and Meeting, 
James and Carolyn Prihoda 
Home, 2421 FM 2672, High 
Hil l , noon. Members are 
encouraged to attend. RSVP by 
December 7 to (979) 561-8192 
or mprihoda@cvctx.com.

SOCIETY #119, LA MARQUE
Sunday, December 13, KJT/
KJZT Christmas Party.

SOCIETY #80, 
SEALY
Friday, January 8, 
2016, After Christ-
mas Party/Meeting/
Meal, 7 p.m.

SOCIETY #12, FRENSTAT
Saturday, January 9, 2016, dance 
with music by the Red Ravens, 
Frenstat Hall.

SOCIETY #134,
ROUND ROCK
Saturday, April 2, 
2016 meeting, St. 
William's Parish 
Hall. 

DISTRICT III ANNUAL MEETING
April 3, 2016, beginning with  
a 9:15 a.m. Mass. More details 
to follow.

OCT
2015

NOV
2015

DEC
2015

APR
2016

JAN
2016
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SOCIETY EFFORT

Third Annual Cook-Off 
BY CORI HOSKINS,
SOCIETY #71, GANADO

T
he Ganado KJT Hall 
Restoration Team 
would like to thank 
everyone for their 
continued support 

with restoring our beautiful 
dance hall. We just had our 
Fourth Annual Prace Z Lasky 
(Labor of Love) Barbecue Cook-
Off and with the support of our 
community it was another 
success; raised $16,000 to put 
back into our hall. 

The Third Annual Prace Z 
Lasky Cook-Off sealed the 
deal on remodeling our men’s 
and women’s restrooms and 
everyone who came to the event 
this year was very pleased with 

the outcome. Our plans in the 
near future is to rewire all the 
electrical in the hall with the 
hopes of having enough money 
after the Fifth Annual event to 
remodel the kitchen. 

We would like to thank 
everyone in the community 
and all of our contractors – Ben 
Soto Construction, Almighty 
Plumbing, Season’s AC and 
Heating, Triple C Electric and 
Hurts Wastewater for having 
all the construction completed 
before our main event.

If you are interested in 
participating or donating to 
our beautiful KJT Hall Event, 
please feel free to contact me 
(Cori Hoskins) at (361) 782-
8246 or cori@ykc.com.

Human Interest 
Stories Involving 
KJT Members
 An expert in a specialized field?

A special child and their circumstance?
Community or workplace achievements?

Person with exceptional talent?
Dedication to charitable works & volunteering? 

Fishing & hunting adventures? 
Story of first responders' special efforts? 

Chili or barbecue cook-off winners? 
Service in the military? 

Unknown interesting KJT history tales?
Please submit articles for our
Human Interest Story Section!

WANTED

KJT CHARITIES

Missouri City Holy Family Society #133 President Al Janda 
hands over checks to State President Christopher L. Urban. The 
checks are for the Religious Retirement Fund, Camp For All and 
the Seminarian’s Fund.

West Society #31 officers and members gathered after the monthly 
meeting on Sunday, September 13 to present State Director Robert 
Nors with a check for $1,200 for the Religious Retirement Fund. The 
money raised was from a Fish Dinner Fundraiser which was held 
on the first Friday of Lent. At the presentation were (left to right) 
Ervin Laubert, Bill Veselka, Albert Charanza Sr., Don Urbanovsky, 
Society Sales Representative Ernest Bezdek, State Director and 
Society Treasurer Robert Nors, President Michael Kraemer, Society 
Secretary Cathy Kraemer holding Isabella Kidwell, Society Reporter 
Georgie Nors, Marvin Cepak and Society Youth Director Sandy 
Kidwell.

ACROSS THE STATE

7th Annual Hovezi Village Reunion
BY TED KASPAR

T
he 7th Annual Hovezi 
Village Reunion was 
held at the La Grange 
C i t y  L i b r a r y  o n 
Sunday, August 23. 

This reunion brings together 
people that have ancestors and 
family that immigrated to Texas 
and America from the Village 
of Hovezi, Moravia, Czech 
Republic in the Vsetin District.

It was started 7 years ago by 
T.J, Slansky and Ted Kaspar 
due to meeting many people 
that came from Hovezi as they 
attended many Czech functions. 
They wanted to find as many 
of these people that they had 
not met. Organizing a Village 
Reunion seemed to be a good 
format.

They did not anticipate 
having it as an annual event, at 
first. But when they contacted 
attendees, everyone wanted to 
continue. As the word gets out, 
each year they find new people 
signing up to attend.

The programs are varied. 
They include sharing family 
linage, research, family stories 
and programs on anything 
that might apply to Hovezi 
and neighboring villages, such 
as  Huslenky. etc.

On an average they have 
35 plus attendees each year. 
They have 90 people that are 
registered as having family 
from Hovezi. They also have 
three families that immigrated 
from Hovezi, to different parts 
of the United States that are in 
contact.

The  Mayor  of  Hovez i , 
A n t i o n i n  K o n a r e k ,  s e n t 
greetings and best wishes to all 
that attend and have families 
that immigrated from Hovezi.

KJT CHARITIES

W h e n  c o m p l e t i n g  j o b 
applications or college entrance 
applications, there is usually 
a question inquiring what 
organizations or clubs to which 
you belong. This is a fantastic 
place to list your membership 
with the Catholic Union of 
Texas, the KJT. It’s great on 
resumes, too!

When Writing Your Resume 
. . . Don't Forget 

To List Your Membership 
In The KJT!
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STATE OFFICERS
Rev. Robert E. (Bob) Knippenberg, Spiritual Director

Holy Family Catholic Church
2011 Briar Lane, Wharton, Texas 77488-4470

979/532-3593 or Fax 979/532-2781
frbobknip50@sbcglobal.net

Christopher L. Urban, State President
P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945
Business 979/968-5877 or 968-5878

Residence 979/968-5118 
president@kjtnet.org

David M. Wagner, State Vice President
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877 or 968-5878 • Cell 979/250-3282
insurance@kjtnet.org

Kevin D. Kana, State Treasurer & Secretary
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877 or 968-5878 • Cell 979/249-6887
treasurer@kjtnet.org

Philip J. Hundl, State Attorney
Wadler, Perches, Hundl & Kerlick, 

101 W. Burleson St., Wharton, Texas 77488
Business: 979/532-3871 • Residence: 979/253-0908

phundl@wphk-law.com

STATE DIRECTORS
Robert Nors

1298 John Nors Road, West, Texas 76691-2531
Residence 254/826-3451 • rnors@peoplepc.com

Margaret Hanslik
121 CR 193A, Moulton, Texas 77975-4809
Cell 361/772-1973 • mhanslik@gmail.com

Ray Pokorney
10100 Bennett-Pokorney Lane, Manor, Texas 78653-4706

Residence 512/251-1185 • pokorneyray@aol.com

Thomas Arellano
2949 Saint Paul Rivera, Round Rock, Texas 78665

Residence 512/422-7767 • thomaslarellano@yahoo.com

Margaret Holik
1828 County Road 382, Louise, Texas 77455-4160

Cell 979/541-3303 • mgholik@yahoo.com

Ellen Zdansky
701 Meadowbrook Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3020

Residence 361/992-4501 • ezdansky@aol.com

Larry L. Kuciemba
5119 Prairie Creek Drive, Houston, Texas 77084

Cell 713/296-9387 • larryk@227main.com

KJT FRATERNAL ACTIVITY MANAGER
Michael Reznicek

P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945
3870 FM 949, Cat Spring, Texas 78933

409/771-8101 • mareznicek@sbcglobal.net

KJT NEWS EDITOR
Cynthia V. Taylor

P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945
4403 Bob Wire Road, Spicewood, Texas 78669

Cell 512/507-4556 • editor@kjtnet.org

214 E. Colorado • P. O. Box 297 • La Grange, Texas 78945–0297
979/968–5877 • 800/245–8182 • info@kjtnet.org • www.kjtnet.org
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HELP US FIND THESE MEMBERS

MISSING 
MEMBERS

Please help us find 
members that no longer 

have a correct address on 
file with the KJT. Contact 
with our members is very 

important to us. We need to 
deliver important papers to 

these members. If you have 
information concerning any 
of the names listed below, 

please call the Home Office 
at 800.245.8182.

SOCIETY #1, PRAHA
John H. Jasek

Nelson J. Kalina

SOCIETY #2, CISTERN
Scott A. Vinklarek

SOCIETY #3, HOSTYN
David M. Stavinoha
Joseph S. Stavinoha

SOCIETY #4, 
AMMANNSVILLE

Theodore F. Mensik
George M. Tofel

SOCIETY #5, 
HALLETTSVILLE

Stephen E. Jalufka
George J. Kallus

SOCIETY #9, 
FAYETTEVILLE

Michael G. Boyer
Robert J. Holub

Edward Joseph Sula Jr.

SOCIETY #12, FRENSTAT
Layla Marie Mace

SOCIETY #13, YOAKUM
Adolph J. Benys

William H. Green III
Michael J. Hrncir
Jeffrey D. Kirby

Barbara Jean Pippin
Ty Andre Carroll Girdy

Encourage Youth to Participate 
at the Local, District & State Level. 

They Are the Future 
of This Great Fraternal Family!

POLKAWORKS

Texas Czechs: Rooted In Tradition
Opens In Temple Through January 9, 2016

 

 
T

h e  n o n p r o f i t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
P o l k a W o r k s  i s 
pleased to announce 
the opening of its 

multi-media exhibition Texas 
Czechs: Rooted in Tradition in 
Temple. The exhibition will be 
on display at the Czech Heritage 
Museum and  Genea logy 
Library (CHM) in Temple 
from October 1, 2015 through 
January 9, 2016. Exhibition 
co-producers are Texas Czechs 
Lori Najvar and Dawn Orsak.

Czech culture has played an 
instrumental role in shaping 
the iconic Texas landscape and 
its sights, sounds and tastes 
can still be found throughout 
Texas on any given day. Like 
many immigrant groups, 
Czechs brought dance, food, 
music, language, and other 
cultural traditions with them. 
The Texas Czech community 
maintains and passes on its 

sense of identity by continuing 
to practice those traditions and 
creating some particular to 
Texas Czechs.

T e x a s  C z e c h s :  R o o t e d 
i n  T r a d i t i o n  h i g h l i g h t s 
these activities  on 11 photo 
montage panels, presenting a 
contemporary picture of the 
diversity and richness of Texas 
Czech culture today. It also 
includes photographs, artifacts, 
and short documentary films 
shown in  a  mult i -media 
“station.” Topics include taroky, 
music, language, community 
celebrations, food, Sokol and 
more.

There are public programs 
planned in conjunction with 
the exhibition:

Save the date of Saturday, 

November 7 for “Gathering 
Stor ies” ,  a  workshop on 
collecting family memories on 
film, video and audio.

On Saturday, December 5, a 
Czech Christmas-themed event 
will again welcome all ages to 
the museum. 

The CHM is located at 119 
W. French Avenue in Temple.  
For hours and directions, call 
the museum at (254) 899-2935. 

Texas Czechs: Rooted in 
Tradition is made possible 
in part with major funding 
from Humanities Texas, KJZT-
Catholic Family Fraternal of 
Texas, KJT-Catholic Union of 
Texas, and individual sponsors. 
Local sponsors include SPJST, 
the Bell County Historical 
Commission and Extraco 
Banks. 

P o l k a W o r k s ’  m i s s i o n 
i s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  u n i q u e 
cultural traditions through 
documentaries, photography 
and public programs designed 
to educate and inspire. You 
can contact PolkaWorks at 
www.polkaworks.org or (512) 
448-4536.


