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What Is A Special Needs Trust?

T
he summer is upon 
us! I wish everyone 
a fun-filled and safe 
summer. As I meet 
w i t h  f a m i l i e s  o n 

estate planning matters, the 
following question often comes 
up, especially in families with a 
disabled individual. 

Question: What is a Special 
Needs Trust? 

A Special Needs Trust is 
typically designed to benefit a 
disabled individual. Instead of 
giving assets to the beneficiary 

directly, assets are transferred 
to a Special Needs Trust by 
the grantor (typically family 
member) or as damages are paid 
because of a settled lawsuit, and 
those assets are available for the 
beneficiary without disqualifying 
him or her for government 
programs, such as Social Security 
Income and Medicaid.  

Funds or assets in a Special 
Needs  Trus t  prov ide  for 
supplemental  care,  which 
consists of items over and 
above the necessities of life 
(housing, food and clothing) and 
governmental benefits. 

If  you have an intended 
beneficiary that is disabled and 
receiving governmental benefits 
or believe that an intended 
beneficiary may become disabled 
and receive governmental 
benefits in the future, you should 
consider learning more about 
Special Needs Trusts. 

Philip J. Hundl is State Attorney 
for the KJT and a shareholder in 
the law firm of Wadler, Perches, 
Hundl & Kerlick with offices 
in Wharton, El Campo and 
Richmond, Texas. 

State Attorney’s note: The 
information in this column is not 

intended as legal advice but to 
provide a general understanding 
of the law. Readers with legal 
problems,  inc luding those 
whose questions are addressed 
here, should consult attorneys 
for advice on their particular 
circumstances.  

Submit your questions for this 
column via email to phundl@
wphk-law.com or via U.S. Mail 
to Wadler, Perches, Hundl & 
Kerlick, Philip J. Hundl, KJT 
State Attorney c/o KJT Legal 
Column, 101 W. Burleson Street, 
Wharton, Texas 77488 or at 
www.wphk-law.com. 


